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treated him as a prisoner. The flight, together with the dis-
covery of the king's intrigues with the Scots, exasperated his
opponents. They did not learn the actual terms of the Engage-
ment, signed on 26 December 1647 by Charles and the Scottish
commissioners, by which presbyterianism was to be established
for three years and independency in all its branches rigidly
suppressed, but they soon perceived that an agreement had been
reached. Parliament therefore passed a Vote of No Addresses
to the king, dissolved the Committee of Both Kingdoms, and
substituted its English representatives, generally known from
their place of meeting as the Derby House Committee.
The first sign that Charles had succeeded in allying presby-
terian with royalist, to start a second civil war, came from
Wales. Oliver Cromwell was ordered thither to suppress an in-
surrection, but, before the army was divided to meet the dangers
threatened from all sides, the most famous of its prayer meetings
was held at Windsor. There Goffe spoke on the text, 'Turn you
at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will
make known my words unto you'. His denunciations of the
recent 'carnal conferences9 with the king, as a result of worldly
wisdom and lack of faith, cut his hearers to the heart, and
thereupon, we are told,
'The Lord led us not only to see our sin, but also our duty; and
this so unanimously set with weight upon each heart, that none was
able hardly to speak a word to each other for bitter weeping, partly
in the sense and shame of our iniquities of unbelief, base fear of men,
and carnal consultations (as the fruit thereof) with our own wisdoms,
and not with the Word of the Lord, which only is a way of wisdom,
strength, and safety, and all besides it ways of snares; and yet were
also helped with fear and trembling to rejoice in the Lord, whose
faithfulness and loving-kindness we were made to see, yet failed us
not; but remembered us still, even in our low estate, because his
mercy endures for ever. Who no sooner brought us to his feet,
acknowledging him in that way of his, viz. searching for, being
ashamed of, and willing to turn from our iniquities, but he did direct
our steps, and presently we were led and helped to a clear agreement
amongst ourselves, not any dissenting, that it was the duty of our
day, with the forces we had, to go out and fight against those potent
enemies, which that year in all places appeared against us, with an
humble confidence in the name of the Lord only, that we should
destroy them; also enabling us then, after serious seeking his face, to
come to a very clear and joint resolution, on many grounds at large

